
 
Vasectomy Reversal: What You Need to Know

What is Vasectomy Reversal?

Vasectomy reversal, also known as vasovasostomy, is a surgical procedure aimed at reconnecting 
the severed vas deferens, allowing sperm to flow again. This procedure is an option for men who 
wish to regain their fertility after having undergone a vasectomy.

Reasons for Vasectomy Reversal

• Desire for More Children: Many men change their minds about fatherhood due to life 
circumstances, such as a new relationship or changes in family dynamics.

• Personal or Emotional Factors: Some men experience feelings of loss regarding their 
ability to conceive naturally.

The Procedure

1. Preoperative Consultation: You will meet with a urologist to discuss your medical 
history, the procedure, and expected outcomes.

2. Anesthesia: The procedure is usually performed under local anesthesia or general 
anesthesia, depending on individual circumstances.

3. Surgical Technique: The surgeon will create a small incision in the scrotum and 
reconnect the vas deferens. In some cases, a sperm aspiration technique may be necessary 
if sperm is not present in the vas deferens.

4. Recovery: The surgery typically lasts about 2 to 4 hours. Recovery time varies, but most 
men can return to normal activities within a week, avoiding heavy lifting and strenuous 
exercise for about four weeks.

Success Rates

• Factors Influencing Success: Success rates vary based on how long it has been since the 
vasectomy, the age of the patient, and overall health. Generally, reversal performed 
within 10 years of the vasectomy has higher success rates.

• Pregnancy Rates: Many couples achieve pregnancy after reversal, but it is essential to 
have realistic expectations.

Postoperative Care

• Follow-Up Appointments: Regular follow-up visits will be necessary to monitor 
recovery and sperm analysis.

• Sperm Testing: Semen analysis will be conducted to confirm the presence of sperm after 
the procedure, usually done 6 to 12 weeks post-surgery.

*The information provided on the site is for educational purposes only, and does not 
substitute for professional medical advice. Consult a medical professional or healthcare 
provider if you are seeking medical advice, diagnoses, or treatment. 



 
Potential Risks and Complications

While vasectomy reversal is generally safe, potential risks include:

• Infection
• Hematoma (blood collection in the scrotum)
• Chronic pain
• Failure of the procedure

Alternative Options

If reversal is not feasible or desired, other options include:

• Sperm Retrieval: Sperm can be surgically retrieved directly from the testicles for use in 
assisted reproductive techniques like IVF.

• In Vitro Fertilization (IVF): This method involves retrieving eggs and sperm and 
fertilizing them in a lab.

Consultation and Support

It’s essential to discuss all options and concerns with your urologist or fertility specialist to 
determine the best approach for you.

*The information provided on the site is for educational purposes only, and does not 
substitute for professional medical advice. Consult a medical professional or healthcare 
provider if you are seeking medical advice, diagnoses, or treatment. 


